
Historic Properties

EXPECT THE BEST

If we don’t care about our past, 

we cannot hope for the future… 

I care desperately 

about saving old buildings.

JACQUELINE KENNEDY ONASSIS



LET US HELP RENEW YOUR 
PROPERTY’S HISTORIC BEAUTY
New England is rich with historic and 
traditional architecture going back 
to the 1600’s. Whether it is an old 
sea captain’s home, a church from 
the 1700’s or commercial building 
from the 1800’s, we have the expe-
rience you need to safely and effi-
ciently renew your property’s look 
while retaining its historical value. 
We’ve been managing projects just like 
these for over 35 years.

ATTENTION TO ALL THE DETAILS
Historic properties bring the need for a higher attention to 
detail and level of skill sets than your typical painting con-
tractor may have. You need to deal with a company with 
full-time employees because most subcontractors don’t 
have the required training and lead certifications to work 
on historic homes. At every level of the project, from the 
estimate to the finished product, we have the experience to 
take care of all the details that will need to be addressed to 
make sure that your property looks great while also retain-
ing its historic value.

ESTIMATING
All old and historic buildings have lead, so we need to make 
sure we’re on the lookout for peeling areas as they need to 
be assessed. We let the property owner know how we will 
prepare the building so they know what to expect when the 
crew gets there. They will see them in the proper equip-
ment of lead suits and masks, and laying plastic down and 
taping areas off to contain the lead paint dust and chips for 
proper disposal.

We look at what will be required to properly prepare for the 
washing, painting and carpentry so that everything comes 
out as expected and we make their old home look like new 

again. It’s important to set expectations of what 
that means - what the edges will look like when 

prepped and painted. These areas have been 
painted multiple times. They won’t be even, 

you’ll have areas that are set back a little 
bit and have a bit of an edge. But that is 

what gives this properties their historic 
character and finished look.

HOUSE WASHING THE 
HISTORIC PROPERTY

The first phase of work after 
the estimate, is the washing. We 

use a low pressure wash (think 
garden hose strength) to prepare 

the property before hand scraping and 
painting. We are just cleaning the surface gently 

as we do not want any paint chips to come off. The wash is 
really no more than a rainstorm. The solution does all the 
work, not the pressure of the water.

THE IMPORTANCE OF EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS
Different wood was used in older, historic properties. A lot 
of Fir was used in porches, decking, door thresholds. The 
wood wears out more to overuse than to rot. You’ll see dips 
in the wood from where people consistently walked. 

Generally you don’t see as much wood rot in historic 
properties because they were more porous. There was no 
insulation back then, which didn’t give you much climate 
control from the cold winters, but windows and doors 
leaked air which dried wood out. Wood couldn’t accumulate 
moisture to allow rot. Additionally, there was better quality 
lumber back when these historic properties were built. You 
had old growth wood that was dry. After deforestation over 
the years of building, now the wood is new growth wood 
which is not as “seasoned” and is more wet to begin with. 

Maybe the toughest part is matching profiles of 200+ year 
mouldings that simply aren’t made anymore. The dimen-



sions of lumber have changed. Back in the day, a 2 inch 
think board was the full 2 inches. Now 2 inches is only 1 1/2 
inches. So the thickness of wood to recreate mouldings is 
different which is a challenge that you need a well experi-
enced carpenter to deal with the variations in dimensions. 
Replacing a rake board on historic homes, they were usu-
ally 1 inch or 1 1/8 inch thick back then, today the new wood 
boards are only 3/4 of an inch thick.

DEALING WITH TOWN HISTORICAL COMMISSIONS
If you remove something from an historical home, it needs 
to be replaced “like for like” or it needs to go before the 
historical commission which needs to approve it. So if you 
are changing colors, doors, windows, siding, roofing, any-
thing really, you need to go before the town’s historical 
commission. 

Every town is a little different and they all have their little 
quirks. Stewart Painting has that experience and will go 
before the commissions to get the necessary approvals or 
work out any adjustments that need to be made to make 
the project happen.

EVERY JOB HAS ITS OWN CREW LEADER
The Crew Leader’s job is to ensure the property main-
tains the historic value and look good at the same time. 
Protecting the originality of the property and making sure 
that at the end of the repainting the property owner is 
happy, the town is happy and the property looks good. 
They need to look at a 100+ year old problem area and 
need to bring it back to looking its best.

In the pre-site review, we look to identify areas that could 
be potential problems that may be hidden, past experience 
allows this. We can then explain this to the property owner.

By using proper safety equipment and protections, we 
minimize health risks to the occupants, workers and the 
neighborhood as lead dust and chips can spread into the air 
and water. We put plastic down and hand scrape off peeling 
and chipping paint. We use a flat sheen which helps to hide 

imperfections. All the while using safety gear, plastic drop 
cloths to catch as much of the lead dust and scrapings and 
carefully remove it to minimize any contamination. 

Sometimes the plants surrounding an historic home are as 
historic as the property itself, so we section off the plastic 
and remove each section as quickly and safely as possible 
to minimize any damage to the greenery. Plastic left over 
these plantings will burn them, so it is important to be sure 
to protect them as much as possible.

WINDOWS AND DOORS
On every project special care needs to be given by all work-
ers around historic windows and doors. If a 200+ year old 
pane of glass gets broken in a window, you can’t just go to 
a glass shop get a piece of glass to replace it. Additionally, 
the glazing around door handles, locks and hinges can’t 
be removed and you want them to still work and to still 
look good when done. Our employees understand and are 
trained to be especially vigilant when it comes to working 
with these windows and doors.

FINALLY
It’s a fine line between repainting and restoration. We must 
remind the owner or caretaker that this is a repainting job 
not a restoration. With that said, with an historic property, 
we bring our most experienced crew to work on the job 
because there is so much at stake. You want people that 
know exactly what they are doing. At Stewart Painting, you 
can expect the best!

SO, HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?



THE STEWART PROMISE 

We will start and finish on time. 

We will maintain a 

neat, clean project.

We will provide a total commitment 

to all details.

We will stand behind our work.

We pledge an assurance of high quality.

EXPECT THE BEST

A FEW THINGS THAT SEPARATE US 
FROM OTHER PAINTING COMPANIES:
• 2 year warranty on our work

• All major credit cards accepted

• Same day free estimates

• Licensed and insured

• OSHA and EPA certified, and moderate risk lead certi-
fied

• Talk to a real person when you call during business 
hours

• Each job is managed by an on-site foreman to assure 
highest quality 

• Customer feedback survey is issued on the completion 
of each job 

• Employees are trained on an ongoing basis

• All employees undergo a thorough background check 
before entering your home

PAINTING SERVICES 
FOR ALL RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES
Interior
• Cabinets with factory finish, wallpaper hanging or 

removal, popcorn ceiling repair or removal

Exterior
• Cedar roof sealing, window glazing, fence painting, patio 

furniture, gutter cleaning

HOUSE, ROOF & DECK WASHING
We use an environmentally safe combination of water, 
bleach and Jomax® applied in a garden hose strength.

This gently removes dirt, mildew, mold & lichen. It also 
removes black streaks from asphalt roofs.

CARPENTRY SERVICES 
• Replace any rotted areas

• Window and door replacement

• Decking replacement and repair

•  Finish trim I Crown moulding I Built-ins

•  Garage renovations I Bath & Kitchen remodels 

•  Bead board, drywall, flooring and tile installation 

• Azek® trim replacement and Azek railings

If carpentry work is required, let us provide this service. 
We will coordinate with the painting project and be com-
pleted before the designated finish date

www.stewartpaint.com · Hingham I 781-749-4215 · Hyannis  I  508-362-8023  I   


